


Another Hero Among Us

Boston Labor Council Recognizes Local 589
Members Elected to Municipal Office

Vice President/Assistant Business Agent
John Lee (C) with Local 589 Members

Jason Marcus (L) and Mike Mangan (R)

Everett, Mass voters
elected Local 589 mem-
bers Mike Mangan and
Jason Marcus to the City’s
Board of Aldermen and
Common Council on
November 3, 2009.

Brothers Mangan and
Marcus were recognized
at the Greater Boston
Labor Council’s (GBLC)
November 13th Municipal
Awards Dinner as Union
members who were
elected to public office.

Mike Mangan was elected as Everett’s Ward 2 Alderman, topping the ticket
in both his primary and final elections. Brother Marcus was elected as a
Common Council member from Ward 2. Local 589 Vice President John Lee
represented the Boston Carmen’s Union at the event and introduced
Brothers Mangan and Marcus to the Labor Council’s leadership.

Local 589 members working
on the MBTA are quiet heroes
everyday on our jobs. Moving
millions of passengers and
keeping one of the Country’s
oldest public transit systems
running while handling on-the-
job challenges.

On Friday, November 6th,
2009 Orange Line Train Motor-
person, Charice Lewis pro-
vided a very public face for all

Local 589 members when she saved the life of a passenger
who had fallen onto the tracks at North Station.

As her train neared
the North Station
platform, a passen-
ger fell onto the track
directly in front of
the moving train.

Sister Charice Lewis
utilizing her training
and quick thinking,
stopped the train be-
fore it struck the

Charice Lewis

Video still of No v. 6th North
Station track incident

passenger on the tracks. Video cam-
eras on the platform captured the dra-
matic scene including Sister Lewis’
quick response to the emergency
situation and her life-saving actions.

Local 589 President /Business Agent
Steve MacDougall, in a letter to Lewis,
acknowledged her professionalism
and praised her handling of the vast
media attention the incident attracted.

“Charice Lewis is a tremendous rep-
resentative of the heroes who work
everyday on the MBTA as members
of this Union,” said President
MacDougall. “We are proud of her ac-
tions and of how she has portrayed our
members to the public.”

Sister Lewis has also been recognized
by Governor Deval Patrick for her life-
saving actions and acknowledged at
a New England Patriots home game a
week after the incident.
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Retiree Corner
The plaintiffs have moved for a prelimi-
nary injunction before Judge Helen
Fahey of the Suffolk Superior Court.
She will receive all papers in the case
on December 16th and will hear argu-
ment, if necessary, the following week.
The Union is asking her to halt the
implementation of the law and preserve
existing healthcare coverage until the
lawsuit is completed.

For some retirees and executives the
law is being implemented on Jan 1,
2010.  For everyone else, the law is to
take effect on July 1, 2010 at the
earliest or no sooner than the next
contract going into effect.

In general, the Massachusetts and U.S.
Constitutions prohibit statutes which
“impair” contracts.  The Constitution
does not allow a State to make a deal
with a person or business, then modify
the deal later by passing a law
nullifying one or more terms.  If such
laws were allowed, no one would do
business with the State, without
charging very high prices because of
the risk.

In this case there are three contracts

Union Lawsuit Moves Forward . . .
Continued from Page 1

which would be violated by the new  law
on health care: A) The contracts with
all individual MBTA members who
worked for their careers and retired
upon the promise that health care
would be provided free of premium
cost; B) The collective bargaining
agreements (in Local 589’s case, under
the Peace award) which may or may
not be terminated or amended on July
1, 2010; and C) The 13(c) Agreements,
or labor protection arrangements which
the MBTA signs to obtain Federal
Assistance - these agreements
preserve health care and pension
benefits and preserve the right to
bargain over them, as long as the
projects continue to “affect employees.”

As the first group of employees began
to make choices under the GIC plans,
the true impact became apparent.
Everyone will have “worse” insurance
coverage and will pay much more in
premiums.  But the hardest hit are the
oldest retirees, who began receiving
pensions when wages and the cost of
living were much lower than they are
today.  For such people to pay $200 to
$400 per month will literally break them
financially, forcing them to choose
between healthcare coverage and
shelter or fuel.  Also, retirees in states
like Florida or Arizona may obtain only
the most expensive plan, which
reduces their pensions by as much as
one-third.

The Union is asking her to
halt the implementation of the

law and preserve existing
healthcare coverage until the

lawsuit is completed.

Politics 2010: Get Active Now
With the decision by State Auditor Jo-
seph DeNucci not to seek re-election,
at least two statewide constitutional of-
fices will be open in 2010. The State Au-
ditor has responsibility for enforcing the
Pacheco-Menard Law governing
privatization efforts - a very key issue
for Local 589 members.

The Office of State Treasurer will also
be open for the 2010 election and sev-
eral incumbent State Representatives
and Senators are potential candidates
for both offices - opening up more pos-
sible campaign opportunities.

And this February, the Democratic cau-

cuses to elect delegates to the state
nominating convention will be held.
Local 589 members are encouraged
to run for Democratic Delegates in their
wards and towns to insure our voices
are heard “loud and clear” on the floor
of the June Democratic Convention.

Vice President John Lee and Delegate
Jimmy O’Brien will be coordinating

Local 589’ s 2010 political operations.
Interested Active Members should
contact Brother Lee and interested

Retirees should contact
Brother O’Brien. For

information and to volunteer call
1-866-342-5589

Get Active.
Get Involved.
Get Results!

Local 589 Class-Action Lawsuit
Directly Impacts Retirees

All Retirees should be paying close
attention to the information regard-
ing the status of the health care
class-action lawsuit:

“But the hardest hit are the oldest
retirees, who began receiving
pensions when wages and the cost
of living were much lower than they
are today.  For such people to pay
$200 to $400 per month will literally
break them financially, forcing
them to choose between health
care coverage and shelter or fuel.”

If you haven’t already contacted
the Union to tell your story and
assist with the lawsuit - do so
immediately by calling Local 589
President / Business Steve
MacDougall, Financial Secretary-
Treasurer Mike Mastrocola or Vice
President/Assistant Business
Agent John Lee with your story
and for more information.

Call Local 589’s Office toll free at
866-342-5589 and leave your
name and contact information.
Act immediately.

Special Election:
Democratic Primary for

U.S. Senate

Vote Mike Capuano
for U.S. Senate

Tuesday , Dec. 8th

Endorsed by the Boston
Carmen’ s Union Local 589

THE Boston  Carmen   3

Headquarters
295 DEVONSHIRE STREET

(5th Floor)
BOSTON, MA 02110

Tel. (617) 542-8212
Fax (617) 695-9982

Toll Free 1-866-DIAL-589
                   (3425)

LOCAL DIVISION 589
amalgamated transit union, afl- cio - clc

Boston Carmen’s Union
general officers & executive board members

STEPHAN G. MacDOUGALL .................... President/Business Agent
JOHN J. LEE ............................................................... Vice-President
MICHAEL F. MASTROCOLA ............... Financial Secretary-Treasurer
JOHN A. CLANCY ............................................. Recording Secretary
PEGGY LaPAGLIA ............................................... Assistant Secretary

TERRY D. REED, Delegate ................................................. Division 1
JAMES M. O'BRIEN, Delegate ............................................ Division 3
LARRY KELLY, Delegate ................................. Rapid Transit Division
JOHN BURR, Delegate ............................... Equipment Maintenance
WALTER J. NOVICKI, Delegate ............ System Maintenance (S.M.I.)

November 23, 2009

Charice Lewis
62 Forest Street
Roxbury, MA 02119

Dear Sister Lewis:

      On behalf of the Executive Board of the Boston Carmen’s Union Local 589, I would like to commend you for your life-saving actions of November 6, 2009.

      Your actions on that day, both in quickly recognizing the situation and then reacting with calm and precise professionalism, saved the life of an MBTA passenger. You demonstrated the highest standards possible for a union train operator.
      Your Union would also like to commend you for your demeanor and the public face you have presented on behalf of all your Sisters and Brothers.  At a time when some attempt to portray MBTA workers negatively as part of a political agenda, you have given the truepicture of the dedication and commitment of your Brothers and Sisters in Local 589.
      The public now knows the true picture of a member of the Boston Carmen’s Union through your actions and the way you have presented yourself since the November 6th incident. Like the vast majority of Local 589 members you are dedicated, honest, hard-working andprofessional. You represent the everyday heroes among us.

Fraternally for the Executive Board,

Stephan MacDougall
President/BA
Boston Carmen's Union ATU, Local 589


